
ALERT! The state of lowa is Trying to Force wind Turbines
Down Our Throats Again!

DONT TREAD ON r\IE

IMPORTANT! This issue affects everyone in the state of
Iowa, and everyone needs to read this anicle. It looks like
this site lvon't be shuning down as soon as we thought it
would- Just when we thought we were safe and we had
won our nearly fwo year long banie (99026 of which the
community cidzens paid for out of their own pockets) to
get reasonable protecdons for non-panic.ipa ng
Iandowners against encroachment of wind mrbines on
their land, these bastards are ar ir again, rhis rime
anacking us ar the state level. Iowa Senate Bill SF 376,
"A bill for an act relating to the siting and operation of
renewable electric power generadng facilities,,,
innoduced to the commiftee on Feburary 19,h, would strip
away ALL local conEol from communities everyrvhere
in lhe state to regulate siting and operation of wind

turbines within their countiesl

Among the prohibitions in th.is bill?

' Communities may NoT deny a commercial wind energy company a permit to build wind farms within their
county.

' Counties may NOT limit the number of wind turbines that a company can consfuct. you could literally have 300
wind turbines surrounding your house on all sides. (Just look at Adair County, which currently has no fewer than
532 wind turbines!)

' Counties may NoT use CSR (Corn Suitability Rating) as a crireria to determine where wind farms can be
constructed (a dfuect atEck on the regulation wejust passed in Buchanan Counry).

' Counties may NoT require a distance from a neighbor's home of more than 3 times lhe height of the turbine,
(even though derached blades can fly MUCH fanher than this).

' Counties may NoT require a distance of more than 1 ald 1/10& the height of the turbine from a neighbor,s
property line.

Make no mistake' Senate BiIl SF 376 was not written by the senare, but by wind energy companies foTTHEIR benefit
and to line THEIR pockets. As I have demonstrated with proven statistics in many previous articles on this site, wind
turbines do NOT create jobs, and they do NOT lower electriciry rares. In fact, the opposire is rrue. E.lectriciry rares
invariably go up to pay for the cost of these projects- These companies don't even care about the land owners who sign
Ieases with them! This is no longer a battle that only affects a few counties in Iowa. It has escalated into total war that
affects everyone who lives in Iowa. Furthermore, ir is a DIRECI BLATANT and downright uNETHICAL assault on
Iowa Code 352.1 that specificatly gives local control to communities to regulate business, Iand use, and energy production
in their counties.



In fact, Iowa Code 352.1 specifically sates:

" lt is the intent of the general assembly to provide locol citizens and local governments the means by
which agriculdrar tand may be protected from nonagricurturar deveropment pressures. ,,

What you need to do:

' carpet bomb your Iocal representatives and senators. Tell them to vore No on sF 376.

' write to President Donald Trump and ask him to immediarely issue an executive order thar revokes all federal
subsidies on wind turbines / renewable energy projeos.

Make no mistake people, we are now in an all out war to protect our way of life and to keep big government out ofcontrolling how we choose to use land in our local counties. And it affects everyone who livesln"iowa.

Source: https://bucoa,org
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Senate File 375 Introduced

SENATE FILE 375

BY KLII,IESE

A BILL FOR

I An Act relating to the Biting and operation of renewable
2 electric power generating facilitiee.
3 BE IT ENACTED BY EEE GENERAL ASSEI,TBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. Section 476.53A, Code 2025, is amended to read

as follows:
{?5.53A Rene$able electric power generation.
1. It is the intent of the general assembly to encourage

the developnent of renewable efectric power generation. It
is also the intent of the genera] assembly to encourage the
use of renewable power to meet locat electric needs and the

development of transmieeion capacity to export rii:nd exc€sa

power generated in Iorra.
2. To imp lement the intent of the eneral assembly and

p r omote uni forni ty , the standards in this section shall
applv to the approva1 by local author i t ies of al- 1 wind energy

conversion facilities Proposed after January L,2025.
3. !'or purposes of thj.s section, unless the context

otherwise requi res:
a ^Abu t tinq dwe)fing'means an occupied buildinq or

structure used r ].nar 1 ly for human habitation that is located
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on nonparticipating Proper ty .
b, "Battery ener storaqe sys ten' means an electrochemi cal

device that charges, or collects, energy from the grid or a

generation facility, BtoreB lhat energy, anal then d i scharges

that energy at a later time to Proviale electricity or other
grid services.

c, *ConmunitY building- means an one or more of the

following bu i Iali nqs that is existinq and occupieal on the date

that the aPPlication for approval , rezoning, or a special or

conditional use Pe rmi t is filed with the county: a school , a

place of worship, a day care facility, a Publ ic library, or a

conmuni t center.
d. *Locaf authority- mear.s a city aa defined in sect ion

362.2 or a county as provided in chapter 3 31.

e "Nonpar t icipa tinq property means any real property owned

by a person who has not qranted wr itten permission, consent,
an easement, or other sinilar agreement pertaining to a ldind

conversion facility on such Proper ty .enerqy
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s. F. 375

f, *Pubiic road right-of-vay" means the same as clef ined in
section 305.3.

q *Rail.road riqht-of-vay " means the same as defined in
section 476.27.

h, -Renee,tabf e electric po.rer qeneratton tac).l7 ty means

a battery ener y storaqe system, a solar enerqy conversion
facility, or a wind energy conversion facility.

*Repovering* means the sane as defined in section 476.53.1

, "Sofar ener conversion facifi t means a solar ene r
conversion fac i 1i ty, as defined in section 476C.I, that has

a namepLate generating capacity greater than one hundred

kiloeratts.
k, *unoccupied structure- r,.reans a building or structure that

ia not occupied or used Prinarily for human habitation at the
time of siting.

L, *wind ener conversion facility- *faci)ity* mearrs a

wind ener gy conversion facility, as defined in section 476C.1,
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or a wind turbine that is part of a wintl energy conversion
sys tem, that has a namepLate generating capacity qreater than
one hundred kilowatts.

4. a, A tocal authority may determine setback stanalards
for wind ene!gy conversion facilities that, notwithstandinq any

statute or r egulat ion to the contrary, shall be no qreater than
and shall not include any setback requirements beyond those in
this subsection:

(1) The facility sha11 be sited three tines the total
heigh! of a wind energy conversion facility to be constructed
on a proposed facility from any existing abutting dwelling or
comrnunity building.

(2) The facility shalL be sited one anal one-tenth times
the total height of a wind ene r gy conversion facility to
be constructed on a proposed facility from any existing
nonpar t icipat ing property.

(3) The faciliby shalI be Bited one and one-tenth times
the total height of a wind energy conversion facility to be
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qe!!qqrucled on a proposed facility from any existing overhead
utility line, eleqtr:iq sgbstation, public road right-of-way,
railroaq right-of -way, or unoccupied structure.

(4) Each lrind turbine sha1l not exceed the height allowed
under the deternination of no hazard for that turbine from the
federal aviation adninistration obstruction evaluation under
14 C. F. R. pt.. 77.

b, For purposeg of this subsection, the facility Bite
distance shall be measurecl from the center of the wintl energy
conversion facility foundation to the nearest point of the
abutting dwelIinq, communi t buiLding, nonparticipating
property, overhead utility 1ine, electric substation, public
road r iqht-of-way railroad right-of-eray, or unoccupied
structure.

c. For purposes of thie subsection, the total height of
a wind energy conversion facility shall be measured as the
distance from ground leve1 to the tip of the $rind energy
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conversion facility's blade at its highest vertical point.
5. A local authority may deternine setback standards

for solar energy conversion facilities. I'or purposes of
this subeection, distance shall. be mea8ured from the nearest
aboveground point of a solar facility, not including any
fencing, to the nearest point of the abutting dwelling,
overhead utility line, electric substation, nonparticipating
property 1ine, public road right-of-way, railroad r ight-of-way,
or unoccupieal structure. The standarals shall be no gr eate r
than:

a Fifty feet from the near edge of any existing
nonpart,icipating property line or one hundred feet f rorn any
existing abuttinq dwe11i nq or community building, whichever is
greater.

b. Fifty feet from any existing overhead utility Iine,
substation, public road r ight-of-$ay, or ra i J- road right-of-eray.

5. A local authority may determine setback standards
for battery enerqy storaqe a stems. For purposes of this
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s.F. 376

subsection, distance shalI be measured fron the nearest storage
container edqe to the nearest point of the abutting dwel1ing,
overhead utility 1ine, electric substation, nonpar ticipating
proper ty 1ine, public road r iqht-of-way railroad right-of-way,
or unoccupied structure. The standards shall be no greater
than:

a. fifty fee t from any existing participatin property line.
b, One hundred feet from any existing nonparticipating

building.
c, Fifty feet fron any existing nonassociated transmission,

substation, or distribution 1ines.
d. Fifty f eet from any public road right-of-way or railroad

r iqht-of-wa v.
7. A 1ocal authority may only implement the following

additional standards and on 1y to the extent specified in this
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subsection:
a, A shadow flicker standard that is no more restrictive

than thirt y hours per year under planned operating conditions
as indicated by industry standard compuher modeling measured
from an abutting dwe1Ling or community buildinq.

b. A sound linitation that is no more restrictive than
a maxinun forty-seven decibel sound fron the wind energy
convergion facility as neasured at an existing abutting
dwellinq or connunity buildin Decibel modelinq sha11 use the
A-weighted scale as designed by the American national standards
institute. Sound modeling sha1l be completed by a profess i onal
board-certified by the institute of noise control eng ]. neer 1n9t
or an ap ropr iately Iicensed profes s ional engr.neer.

c. A requirement that the applicant of a Proposed wind
energy convers ron fac i 1i ty shall agree to repair or replace anv
danag ed drainage infrastructure if directly attributable to the
construction or operation of the facil i ty.

d. A requirement tha! renewable electric povrer generation
applicable national elect r i c safety codefacilities meet a1I
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s.E. 375

and international bu i lcli ng code requirements.
e, A requirement that rener.rable electric Povre r generation

facilities neet all applicable provisions of national fire
protection association standard 855.

f. A requirement that renewable electric power generation
facilities for fencing are no more restrictive than lhe
requi rement issued by the national electric safety code.

at. A requirement for solar energy convergion facilities
to naintain appropriaEe grounal cover within the solar ene r gy
conversion facility's fence li ne throughout the life of the
facilit to minimize erosion.

h, A height requi rement for solar energy conver s ion
faciLities for a rninimum one and one-half feet pane I height
from the ground, exclusive of suppor t i n infrastructure, wi th
no additional or higher mininum heiqht reguirements for the
solar energy conver sion faciJ.ity.

8. A local authority must provide a process for the orrner of
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any abutting alvrelling, nonpar ticipatin property, or communi ty
builcling to waive the standards in this section or those
adopted bya 1ocaI au thor i ty.

9. A loca1 authority must uae reasonable estimates of the
cost of approvinq an application for a facility, rrhich shall
not exceed one thousand dollars per wind energy conver s ion
s ys tem solar energy conve r s ion system, or battery energv
s torage systen. A local authority nay not require lhe faciL i ty
owner to pay costs, fees, or charqes for administrative or road
irork that is not s ecifically and uniquely attributable to the
appr ova I and construction of the faci 1i ty.

10. A 10ca1 authority sha11 not prohibit or regulate testing
activities under tak en by a wind energy conver s i on fac i 1i ty
owner for purpoaes of determining the suilability of the
placement of a wind energy conversion facility.

11. Ordinances, Iinitations, or other requi rements imposed
after an application for approval rezoning, or a a cial

for a renewable elect r ic por., e ror condi t ional use permi t
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s.r. 376

generation facility has been subnitted or previously approved
shal1 not be construed to limit or itnpair the construction,
operation, or maintenance of the renewable electric power
generation facility.

12. A loca1 authority shall, not prohibit an affected
landowner or other entity from waiving any requirements under
t.his section by the conveyance of an easement or other proper ty
interest.

13. a. A Local authority may require the orrner of the
proposed renewable electric power generation facility to file
with the county recorder of the county or counties in which
the proposed facility wiIl be located a decommissioning plan
outlining measures that will be taken to return the land to
a reasonably similar state to the condition that existed
before construction of the renewable electric power generation
facility. Removal requirements of underground project
infrastructure may not exceed a maximum ilepth of four feet. If
the proposed facility will be located within trro miles of the
colporate limits of a city, the owner of the proposed facility
may also be r egui r ed to file the plan with the city clerk. A

Iocal authority shall not reguire a revision or amendment of
a decommissioning p1an.

b. A Iocal authority may require the owner to provide
in the decomrni ss ioning plan proof of financial a6surance to
fund decommissioning efforts, which assurance is calculated
by an independent third party as the estimat,ed cost8 of
decommissioninq, inclusive of ne! salvage value, no earlier
than the following schedule:

(1) t'ive percent of determined decommissioning costs
committed by the initial commercial operation date.

(21 One hundred percent of deternined decommissioning costs
committed by the fifteenth year of commercial operation.

c. After the fifEeenth year of comrnercial operation, the
owner of the renewable electric power generation facility

reestimate the cost of decomrnissioning, inclusive of net
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s.E. 376

gaLvage va1ue, using an independent thi rd Par ty for the purpose
of redeternining the amount required for financial assurance.

d, Evidence of f inanc ia1 security may be in the form of a
surety bond, coLlateral bond, parent guaranty, cash, cashier's
check , certificate of depos i t , bank joint cu s tody receipt, or
other approved neqotiable instrument.

e, This subsection shall not aPPIv to a renewable elect r i c
ower eneration facilit owned or o erated b a ublic utilit

r egul,ated bY the Iowa utilities conmrssl-0n.
14. A rener.rable elect r ic power generation facility shall be

presumed abandoned if the facility fai Is to operate for more
than tlrenty-fou r consecutive months wi thout qeneratin g enerlly,
excludinq repowerinqor required maintenan ce events or for ce
nateure events outside of the owner's control-. The o$rner of
the abandoned facility sha1l be responsible for the removal of
the f aci.I i ty, includin the removal of infrastructure four feet
below ground 1evel and subject to any reasonable aaldi t ional
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conditions of a decommi ss ion i ng plan filed with the loca1
author i ty .

15. a. This section shalI not apply to a ldind energy
conversron facility that has a nameplate capac i tvof
twenty-five or more negawatts on sinqle qather inc 1i neany
and if the faci I i by has applied for cer tification pursuant to
cha ter 47 6A.

b. This section sha11 not apply to a renenable electric
power generation fac i 1i ty that is operatin or has submi t tedg

anapplication for the issuance of permits on or before the
effective date of this Act.

c, This section shal1 not apply to the repower ing of a wind
energy conver s i on facility exis tin g on or before Januar 1,
2025,

d. This section shall not aPplv to the repowerinq of a
renewable elect r ic powe r generation facility, which is not
already excluded under paragra ph existing on or before

L, 2025, provided that the g does not requi rerepowerrnJanuary
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the issuance of any new permits , or amendments to existingI
2 ermits, from a rocar authorit This section shalL a t
3 to lhe repowering of a renewable electric povrer qene r at ion

facility existinq on or before January f, 2025, when such
repower 1ng reguires the iasuance of any new permits r Or
amendments to existing perrnits, from a l-oca1 au thor i ty.

16. a. A local authority within one hundred twenty calendar
day s of rece i vi ng an application requesting approval , rezon].ng,
oras ecial or condi t ionat use permi t for a renewable eLect r i c
porrer generation facility, or modification of an a roved
siting, rezoninq, or special or condi tional use permit, shall
comply srith the followinq provisions:

( 1) Review the appl ication for conformity $rith applicable
1ocal zoni ng regulations, building perni t requirements, and
consistency with thi s chapter. An application is deemed to
be complete unless the local authori ty notifies the applicant
in writinq, wi thin thi r ty calendar days of subrnission of the
appl i cat ion spec i f ying the deficiencies in the application
that, if cured, would make the appLication complete. The tocal
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author i ty's tine frame to review the application is tol led
begin ning the date Lhe notice iB aent. The loca1 author i tys
time frame of one hundred twenty daye for review of the
application shal I con t i nue running when the applicant cures the
specified def ici encles. FoLlowing the applicant' s supplemental
submission, the loca1 au thor i ty has ten days to notify the
applicant if the supplemental subnission did not provide the
information identified in the original notice that specified
deficiencies in the a plication. The locat authority's t ime
frane of one hundred tcrenty days to review the application
is to1led in the case of second or subs equen t notices in
conformance with thi s subparagraph. The 1ocal au thor i ty
shall not include deficiencies in a second or subsequent
notice lhat were not alel i neated in the oriqinal notice. The
1ocal author i tys time frame for review does not toll if the

information regarding any of thelocal authority r egues t s

-a- aA2
LSB 2223xS (1) 91
ab/ jE



s.F. 376

considerations a local authority may not consider according to
this section.

(21 !,take its final decision bo approve or disapprove the
application.

(3) Advise the applicant in erritinq of its final decision.
b. A local autho!ity must approve approve with

modi f i cat ions, or deny an application re uesting approval.
rezon].ng, or a s ecial or cond i t ional use permit for a
renewable electric poirer qener at ion facility or notlif ication
of an approved rezoninq or special or conditional use permit
within one hundred tvrenty days of the submission of an
application.

c. Denial of an appl i cat ion for approval , r ezon r nq ,Ora
special or conditional use permit Iocal authority mustbva
be based on substantial evidence in the record of tnater ial
noncompliance with one or more specific provisions of thi s
section or regulations of Iocal authorities that are not
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inconsiatent with thi s section. An appeal of Buch a denial by
an adversely af fected party may be brought by certiorari as
provided in section8 335.18 and 335.19. The revlewlng cour t
sha1l expedite the pr oceed i nq to the extent pract icable.

17. a. A loca1 authority Bhal1 not ado t regulations
that explicitI yor implicitly disallow a renewable electric
polre r generat ion faci I i ty fron beinq developed or operated
in any district zoned to allow agricultural or i ndus tr iat
use. A local autho! i ty nay not prohibi t or otherwise limit
renewable electric powe r generation facility develo pnent
based on corn sui tabi Ii ty rating as calculated using the
methodology recogni zed by the Iowa state university of science
and technolo !ty, A loca1 authority ma not litnit the size ofv
any specific roject or c reate capB on pro jects based on botal
Iand mass within the local iurisdiction.

b. A locat authority may place one temporar y morator ium
for up lo six monLhg on the inBtallation of a wind energy

for the purpose of adopt i n new r egulat ionsconversion facility
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that are consistent with this section. All new, revised,
or amended ordinances or requlations pertaining to solar or
solar enerqy conversion facilities sha11 only be prospect ivelv
appl i ed .

c. Nothinq in this section requires a locaI authority
to adopt standards for approval of renewable electric polrer
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Sec. 2. COIPLIANCE BY LOCAL AUTHORITIES. If any 1ocal

authority has a standard in effect on or after the effective
date of this Act that does not conply lrith the provisions in
this Act, the 1oca1 authority must amend the standard to conply
with this Act by December 3l , 2025.

EXPLANAT ION

lt'Ila lncLuaion of thia !.rplanatlon aoa! not conltituta agrccnant rtth
tba etDLanation'a aubatance by the nedbcEB of tha gancral a6aaably.

This bill relates to Biting and operation of certain
renerpable electric power generation facilities.

The bill create6 standard-making abiJ-ity for local
authorities approving a renewable electric porder generation
facility (facility) proposed after alanuary L, 2025.

The bill sets guidelines for a local authority to implement
a facility setback standard, lrhich shalI include a facility's
disEance from specified existing buildings based on the
facility's height. The local authority must incluale a process
for an owner of an abutting dwe1ling, nonpar t icipat i ng
property, or community building to waive the setback standards.

The biIl includes additional standards a local authority
nay implenent including shadow flicker st,andards, sound
Iimitationa, a requirement that an applicant for a propoeed
facility shall agree to repair any ilamages caused by the
facility, wind turbine height limitations, electric code
and building code Btandards, fire protection standards,
fencing Limitations, ground cover atandards, and solar energy
conversion facility panel height requirenenta.

The bill requires a local authority to utilize reasonable
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estimates for application approval costs and prohibits the
loca1 authority from requiring the facility owner to pay for
adninistration or road work that is not directly attributable
to the approval and construction of the facility. A 1oca1
authority shall not prohibit or regulate a facility teBting the
suitability of a facility placement. Any regulations enacted
after the application for a facility permit shall not limit the
construction, operation, or maintenance of that facility. A

local authority shall not prohibit an affected landowner or
other entity from waiving requirements by conveyance of an

easenent.
lhe bill provides that a local authority may require a

facility that is not owned or operated by a public utility
regulated by the Iolra utilities conmission to file a

decommiesioning plan including certain tneasures. The loca1
authority is prohibited from requiring a facility to provide a

revision or anendtnen! of a decotnmi ss ioni ng p1an.
The bill requires a facility to be presumed abanaloned if

the facility has not been in operation fot 24 months, with
some exceptions. The olrner of the abandoned facility is
reBponsible for renoving the facility and is subject to any
other reasonable condition6 in the decommissioning plan if
applicable.

The bill shall not apply to a wind energy conversion faciJ.ity
with a nameplate capacity of 25 or more megawatts and that has

applied for certification under Code chapter 476A, a facility
that is currently operating or has applied for certification
before the enactment of the bi1l, or the repolrering of a

facility existing on or before January l, 2025, subject to
certain conditions.

The bill requiree a local authority to approve a request
by a facility if the request is in compliance with the bi1l.
A Local authority shal1 issue a decision on a requeSt by a
facility within 120 days of the regueBt submisgion. The denial
of a request shall be supported by substantial eviclence of
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noncompliance by the facility.
The bill prohibits a loca1 authority from disallosring the

development of a facility in an agricultural or industrial
district. The bill provides that a locaL authority nay not
prohibit or otherwise limit renerrable electric power generation
facility development based on corn suitability rating as
calculated using the nethodology recognized by the Io\da atate
universi!y of science and technology. The bill prohibits a
Iocal authority fron Iimiting the eize of any specific project
or creating caps on projects based on total lanal mass within
the locaI jur isdiction.

The bill alloers a local authority to place one temporary
moratorium for up to six months on the installation of a
wind energy conversion facility for the purpose of adopting
new regulations that are consistent with the biII. The bill
provides that alL new, revised, or amended ordinances or
regulations pertaining to solar or solar energy conversion
facilities sha11 onty be proepectively applied.

The bill expounds that a loca1 authority is not required
to adopt standards for approval of renerrable electric poter
generation facilitieB; however, a locat authority $rith existing
siting standards in effect on or after the effective date
of the bill that do not comply with the bil1 must amend the
standards to comply with the bi1l by December 3L, 2025.
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